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The congregational system cannot possibly serve all the
purposes of the parochial; it leaves gaps which are not
filled up. It would be desirable to secure, among the
numerous denominations in America, a modified system,
a Federation of Churches, under which the minister
would be responsible for every family in a certain
district, though having no power of excluding any other
form of Christianity from entering it. It is only thus
that according to our Lord's command the gospel can be
preached to every creature.

In these visitations, ludicrous incidents occurred on
various occasions. In the parish, we had two wealthy
women who kept a pawn-shop and lodged vagrants. I
did not know very well how to reach them. It occurred
to me that I should take a bold course, and ask them to
open their house for an evening meeting. They felt
pleased beyond measure, and spent most of the day in
inviting their neighbors to attend. The people con-
sidered my choice of a house as very queer, but came out
in great numbers. On that evening they had for lodgers
a travelling company with an enormous monkey. When
I began to address the people, the monkey came out from
a side room and took his place on a table exactly oppo-
site me, whether of purpose on the part of its owners
to play me a trick I could not find out. To every motion
of mine, whether moving my head or lifting my hands
or stamping my feet, the monkey made a corresponding
motion, all with a face of deepest gravity. What was to
be done ? 1 could not keep a respectful attention on the
part of the people. The scene was inexpressibly ludi-
crous. BTo one had the courage to interfere. Attempts
were made to suppress the laughter, which were notplace at
